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QUALIFICATIONS  FOR,  AND  ELECTION  TO,  MEMBERSHIP 

IN  THE  SOCIETY. 

Any  male  person  above  the  age  of  twenty -one  years,  of  good 
character,  and  a  lineal  descendant  of  one  who,  as  a  military, 
naval,  or  marine  officer,  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine,  in  actual  service, 
under  the  authority  of  any  of  the  thirteen  Colonies  or  States  or 
of  the  Continental  Congress,  and  remaining  always  loyal  to 
such  authority,  or  a  lineal  descendant  of  one  w7ho  signed  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  or  of  one  who,  as  a  member  of 
the  Continental  Congress,  or  of  the  Congress  of  any  of  the 
Colonies  or  States,  or  as  an  official  appointed  by  or  under  the 
authority  of  any  such  legislative  bodies,  actually  assisted  in  the 
establishment  of  American  Independence  by  services  rendered 
during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  becoming  thereby  liable  to 
conviction  of  treason  against  the  Government  of  Great  Britain, 
but  remaining  always  103ml  to  the  authority  of  the  Colonies  or 
States,  shall  be  eligible  to  membership  in  the  Society. 

Provided ,  That  when  the  claim  of  eligibility  is  based  on  the 
sendee  of  an  ancestor  in  the  “minute  men”  or  “militia,”  it 
must  be  satisfactorily  shown  that  such  ancestor  was  actually 
called  into  the  service  of  the -State  or  United  States,  and  per¬ 
formed  garrison  or  field  duty  ;  and 

Provided ,  further ,  That  when  the  claim  of  eligibility  is  based 
on  the  sendee  of  an  ancestor  as  a  “sailor”  or  “marine,”  it 
must  in  like  manner  be  shown  that  such  service  was  other  than 
shore  duty  and  regularly  performed  in  the  Continental  Navy, 
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or  the  navy  of  one  of  the  original  thirteen  States,  or  on  an 
armed  vessel,  other  than  a  merchant  ship,  which  sailed  under 
letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  that  such  ancestor  of  the 
applicant  was  duly  enrolled  in  the  ship’s  company,  either  as  an 
officer,  seaman,  or  otherwise  than  as  a  passenger ;  and 

Provided  further ,  That  when  the  claim  of  eligibility  is  based 
on  the  service  of  an  ancestor  as  an  “official,”  such  service  must 
have  been  performed  in  the  civil  service  of  the  United  States,  or 
of  one  of  the  thirteen  original  States,  and  must  have  been  suffi¬ 
ciently  important  in  character  to  have  rendered  the  official  liable 
to  arrest  and  imprisonment,  the  same  as  a  combatant,  if  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  enemy,  as  well  as  liable  to  conviction  of  treason 
against  the  Government  of  Great  Britain. 

Service  in  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  civil  office,  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  which  did  not  particularly  and  effectively  aid  the  American 
Cause,  shall  not  constitute  eligibility. 

In  the  construction  of  this  article  the  Volunteer  Aides-de- 
Camp  of  General  Officers  in  Continental  Service,  who  were 
duly  announced  as  such  and  who  actually  served  in  the  field 
during  a  campaign,  shall  be  comprehended  as  having  performed 
qualifying  service. 

The  civil  officials  and  military  forces  of  the  state  of  Vermont, 
during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  shall  also  be  comprehended  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  belonged  to  one  of  the  thirteen 
original  States. 

No  service  of  an  ancestor  shall  be  deemed  as  qualifying 
service  for  membership  in  the  “Sons  of  the  Revolution,” 
where  such  ancestor,  after  assisting  in  the  cause  of  American 
Independence,  shall  have  subsequently  either  adhered  to  the 
enemy,  or  failed  to  maintain  an  honorable  record  throughout  the 
War  of  the  Revolution. 

No  person  shall  be  admitted  unless  he  be  eligible  under  one 
of  the  provisions  of  this  article,  nor  unless  he  be  of  good  moral 
character  and  be  judged  worthy  of  becoming  a  member. 

Applicants  for  admission  to  membership  in  this  Society  must 
be  proposed  by  two  members  in  good  standing,  to  whom  the 
applicant  is  personally  well  known. 
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The  proposers  to  give  the  full  name,  occupation,  and  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  candidate,  and  other  recommendations  as  to  his 
worthiness  for  membership  in  the  Society.  This  information 
shall  be  sent  to  the  Secretary,  who  shall  submit  the  same  to  the 
Board  of  Managers,  and  if  approved  by  them,  he  shall  furnish 
application  blanks  which  must  be  filled  out  in  accordance  with 
the  instructions  accompanying  the  same,  and  be  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary,  who  shall  submit  them  to  the  Committee  on  Applica¬ 
tions,  and  upon  their  approval  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  have 
the  power  to  elect  the  applicant  to  membership. 

Applications  shall  contain,  or  be  accompanied  by,  proof  of 
eligibility,  and  such  applications  and  proofs  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  Board  of  Managers,  who  shall  have  full  power  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  qualifications  of  the  applicants  who,  upon  favorable 
action  by  said  Board,  and  upon  payment  of  the  initiation  fee, 
shall  thereupon  become  members  of  the  Society. 

The  initiation  fee  shall  be  ten  (io)  dollars,  payable  within 
thirty  days  after  date  of  election ;  the  annual  dues  three  (3)  dol¬ 
lars,  payable  in  advance.  The  payment  at  one  time  of  fifty  (50) 
dollars  shall  constitute  a  life  membership.  The  payment  at  one 
time  of  one  hundred  (100)  dollars  shall  constitute  a  perpetual  or 
endowed  membership,  and  upon  the  death  of  the  member  so  pay¬ 
ing,  the  membership  shall  be  held  by  his  eldest  son,  or  such  other 
lineal  descendant  from  the  ancestor  whom  he  claims  as  he  may  nom¬ 
inate  ;  in  failure  of  such  nomination  having  been  made,  the  Board 
of  Managers  may  decide  which  one  of  such  lineal  descendants 
shall  hold  the  membership  :  Provided ,  always ,  That  the  Society 
reserves  to  itself  the  privilege  of  rejecting  by  Its  Board  of  Man¬ 
agers  any  nomination  that  may  not  be  acceptable  to  it.  All 
applicants  for  life  or  endowed  memberships  shall  be  exempt  from 
the  payment  of  the  initiation  fee  and  annual  dues  from  the  date 
of  their  admission  ;  after  admission,  any  member  availing  himself 
of  a  life  or  endowed  membership  shall  be  exempt  from  future 
annual  dues  only. 

In  preparing  Applications  for  Membership  in  the  Society, 
attention  to  the  following  suggestions  is  recommended,  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 
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t. — Applications  must  be  made  in  duplicate ,  and  in  writing  (not  type-written), 
upon  the  forms  issued  by  the  Society. 

2.  — State  record  of  ancestor,  fully,  but  concisely. 

3.  — Give  authority  for  each  act  of  services  of  ancestor. 

4. — The  Society  does  not  accept  Cyclopaedias,  Genealogical  works,  or  Town 

or  County  histories — except  such  as  contain  Rosters — as  authorities  for 
service,  but  suggests  reference  to  the  Records,  in  print  or  manuscript, 
of  the  several  States,  and  of  the  United  States  Departments  of  War,  of 
the  Navy,  of  State,  and  of  the  Bureau  of  Pensions. 

5. -— In  referring  to  printed  works,  the  volume  and  page  should  in  all  cases  be 

correctly  given. 

6.  — References  to  authorities  in  manuscript  must  be  accompanied  by  certified 

copies,  and  authentic  family  papers  must  be  submitted,  if  required. 

7.  — References  to  authorities  for  pedigree  should  be  as  complete  as  they  can 

possibly  be  made. 

8.  — Every  application  and  duplicate  must  be  signed  by  the  applicant,  and 

his  signature  witnessed  by  a  notary  public.  It  must  also  be  signed  by 
the  two  members  of  the  Society  who  proposed  and  seconded  his 
nomination. 

9 . —-When  the  applicant  is  not  personally  known  to  a  'member  of  the  Board 

of  Managers,  his  application  must  be  accompanied  by  a  letter  from  the 
proposer  and  seconder,  or  one  of  them. 

10.  — Supplementary  claims,  in  form  and  procedure,  are  to  be  treated  precisely 

as  original  applications. 

11.  — It  is  requested  that  copies  of  the  forms  and  the  accompanying  papers  be 

retained  by  the  applicant,  if  needed  for  private  reference.  The  clerical 
force  of  the  Society  is  not  sufficient  to  furnish  copies  of  their  applications 
to  members. 

12. — All  applications  and  official  communications  should  be  addressed  : 

ETHAN  ALLEN  WEAVER, 

Secretary , 

Pennsylvania  Society  of  Sons  of  the  Revolution, 

Lock-Box  713,  Philadelphia,  pa. 

Philadelphia,  April  30th,  1894. 
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